Positive Reactions 


JESSICA MEJIA 
KELSEY GAY 
CO-EDITORS-IN-CHIEF 


Departing from tradition, Agnes Scott 
hosted its yearly Black Cat formal dance in Le- 
titia Pate Evans Dining Hall on Oct. 5. Hosted 
by the Programming Board, the Great Gatsby 
1920's themed event lasted from 10 P.M. to 2 
A.M. followed by a campus-sponsored after 
party in the Hub. The space was decorated with 
plush red, white, and black carpets, couches, 
red clothed tables and dim lighting, giving it a 
chic, flapper 1920's aura. Students attended the 
celebration in great numbers and the event was 
received well on campus after much anticipa- 
tion of the impact of the quality of the dance 
due to its new home-base setting. 

Immediately after the dance, students 
were led to the Alston Campus Center for 
the college's first after-party “Turn Down For 
What?!” at the Hub where food from Waffle 
House was served to sober up and refresh stu- 
dents and their guests. The President Kiss- 
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approved party featured board games, music, 
candy, and other activities at the dining tables 
for the stylish Daisy Buchanans and mysterious 
Jay Gatsbys to enjoy. 

Leading up to the Black Cat Dance, 
the Student Government Association led an 
initiative for responsible and safe drinking. 
During previous years, Black Cat has experi- 
enced hiccups in the safety and enjoyment of 
the event due to excessive drinking. Up until 
then, Agnes Scott had always rented a venue in 
downtown Atlanta including the Fox Theatre, 
the Westin Hotel, and party venue 595 North. 

In order to ensure and safe and healthy 
event, SGA planned ahead to make students 
aware of their responsibility to party smart. 
Their efforts did not go unnoticed; many 
students reported that they enjoyed Black Cat 
never felt uncomfortable by the amount of 
drinking at the event. 
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Closings in Atlanta Arise From Government Shutdown 


SYDNEY LOVE 
STAFF WRITER 

After lawmakers failed to pass a spend- 
ing bill before the end of the fiscal year, Oct. 1, 
2013, the federal government was placed under 
a shutdown. Due to this, many federally-run 
organizations and programs within the Atlanta 
area were temporarily closed. MSNBC report- 
ed that over 800,000 Americans went without 
pay during this halt. 

The MSNBC article titled, “Parks, 
Musuems Closed in Shutdown,” shows photos 
of several national musuems and parks around 
the country that were closed a result of the 
shutdown. These photos include images of the 
Martin Luther King Historic Site with a park 
ranger having just posted a sign on its doors 
saying, “Because of the federal government 
shutdown, all national forests are now closed.” 
The superintendent of the Martin Luther King 
Historic site, Judy Fort, was also out of work. 
Fort said, “The shutdown was definitely a loss, 
because we had visitors from all over the world 
that come here to visit the place where Dr. 
King was born, the spiritual home at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, and where he is resting at the 
King Center.” 

Qther national parks, such as Ken- 
nesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park and 
the Chattahoochee River National Recreation 
Area, also closed, caused an inconvenience 


to local residents. Robin Rogers, who lives 
next to the Chattahoochee River National 
Recreation Area said, “It wasn’t going to keep 
me from exercising and using these natural 
resources. This is just one liberty we should 
always have.” 

Both the Martin Luther King Historic 
Site and Kennesaw Mountain National Battle- 
field park attract more than 2.6 million visitors 
each year. 

Other services run by the federal gov- 
ernment that have downsized working employ- 
ees include Atlanta’s federal courts, the Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration, and the Food and 
Drug Administration. The Head Start Program 
and Special Supplemental Nutritional Program 
also faced obstacles. Citizens seeking loans 
from the federal government, such as low- 
income borrowers and first-time homebuyers, 
were delayed. 

The majority of these local and national 
services remained closed until lawmakers 
came to an agreement on Oct. 16, which lead 
to the re-opening of government-owned orga- 
nizations, but also created a two-week loss in 
revenue and personal inconveniences for both 
local Atlantans and visiting tourists. 


Recapping the Federal Shutdown ) 


MEHRUBA CHOWDHURY 

CAROLINE BARKLEY 

The US Federal Government announced a 
shutdown beginning on Oct. 1. This was the 
first government shutdown since 1995 which 
lasted 21 days ending in 1996. 

The shutdown was the result of the 
lack of consensus between the House of Rep- 
resentatives and Senate on the crucial matter 
of “Obamacare”, the President’s “signature 
health care law.” [CNN] 

The Republican controlled house tried 
to convince the Democratic Senate that a new 
spending bil! funding the government should 
include, “anti-Obamacare amendments.” 
[CNN] 

The Senate was completely opposed to this 
idea, which caused friction that halted the 

federal budget and consequently shut down 
all government buildings, organziation, and 


services. As a result of the shutdown, US fed- 
eral workers who are considered, “inessential”, 
meaning workers who do not serve “national 
defense, public health, and safety, or other 
critical operation”, were ordered to take an un- 
paid leave of absence [Voice of America]. The 
number of furloughed employees was close to 
800,000. 

In regard to the furloughed employees, 
the President commented, “You and your fami- 
lies deserve better than the dysfunction we’ re 
seeing in Congress... That’s why I’ll keeping 
working to get Congress to reopen our gov- 
ernment and get you back to work as soon as 
possible.” [CNN] 

In objection to Obamacare, Republi- 
can Senator Ted Cruz believes that, “it'll hurt 
employers and amounts to overreach by the 
federal government.” 


Cruz believes that the President’s signature 
health care law is, “so bad for the country that 
it is worth disrupting government funding to 
undercut it.” [CNN] 

The legal and federal name of the law is The 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 
that enables all Americans to have affordable, 
universal health insurance. 

Economist Brian Kessler said the im- 
pact on the economy will be “10 times great- 
er” than the “lost wages of the federal work- 
ers.” He estimates that 3-4 weeks shutdown 
would cost, “the economy about $55 billion.” 
[CNN] 

Forbes Magazine said, “the longer a 
shutdown lasts the more it costs.” 

The members of the House and Senate, along 
with the President, were paid their usual sala- 
ries. 
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We're back! We're so excited to re-introduce The . 
Profile to the campus! As your new editors, we want to make 


tha Thomas, J ordan Mosby, sure the campus has free and easy access to information 
Kebrecht Walker, Merche 
Osborn, Erin Pirkle 


and campus news and our newspaper, The Profile means to 
do just that. This is your paper as much as it is ours. We've 
worked hard to reboot the student-run newspaper back up 
for you and bring you the latest news at Agnes Scott. The 

Profile staff and editors all are committed to providing you 


STAFF WRITERS with a consistent, professional newspaper that you can trust. 
: . We'll do as much as we can to keep the newspaper running 
Charity Outlaw, Madison and active as long as we have a student body supporting us. 
Bryant, Mehruba Chowd- In the same light, The Profile can’t improve if we 
hury, Michele Delpeche, don't have a campus to continue giving us feedback. As 
4 __ the only independent newspaper of Agnes Scott College, 
Darlene Conteh, Zoya we welcome and encourage letters to the editors. If there's 
Abdullah, Amanda Lopez, something new youd like to see in The Profile or something 


we can improve on, tell us! If youd like to join as a writer, 
: . . photographer, or cartoonist, wed also like to see what you 
Lingerfelt, Precious Sidwell, can do! So much of the newspaper relies on the ingenuity 
Lacey Wilson, Meredith and innovations of student leaders with big ideas, so don't 
Thomason, Cheryl Wollner hesistate to get involved with us in Alston 307 on Wednes- 
day nights. 

In addition to re-introducing The Profile, we have re- 
vamped our website and will have new articles up everyday. 
We have also added a new space on our site called “Scottie 
Works” where students can submit their artwork, créative 
writing, or personal essays to us. We also have an Instagram 


Rachael Brazaele, Lydia 
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ike Us on Facebook 
@ The Agnes Scott Profile 


where you can peruse pictures taken by our 
photojournalists and see what's going on in 
The Profile office. We always take suggestions 
from our writers and students seriously and 
have taken them into account when choosing 
topics to report. One idea we've heard over the 
years from students is for a Dear Agnes advice 
column. Now you can anonymously send your 
questions from relationship advice to practical 
day-to-day questions to a specialized Profile 
columnist. You can send all of your Dear Agnes 
questions, and your “Scottie Works” such as 
essays, short stories and artwork youd like 
published, to ascprofile@gmail.com with the 
subject line as Dear Agnes or Scottie Works. 
Make sure to include your contact informa- 
tion should we choose to publish your work or 
questions. Your Dear Agnes question may be 
answered in the next issue and Scottie Works 
published on our website. 

As usual, we update our website, as- 
cprofile.com on a daily basis so check there in 
between print editions to get the inside scoop. 
You can also subscribe for e-mail updates for 
new published articles. On the last digital note, 
make sure to follow us on twitter @ascprofile’ 
and like us on Facebook at The Agnes Scott 
Profile. (continued on pg. 7) 


Campbell Hall Renovations Underway 


CHERYL WOLLNER 
STAFF WRITER 


It's not just a rumor anymore: Campbell 
Hall will in fact reopen as a living and learning 
residence hall in Fall 2014. Similar to Main 
and Rebekah, this means the ground floor will 
be office spaces and the upper floors will be 
dorm space. Where Campbell differs from Ag- 
nes Scott’s current residence halls however, is 
that Campbell’s rooms will be suite-style: two 
double rooms connected by a shared bathroom. 
In addition, each floor will have a hall kitchen 
and (budget permitting) each room will have a 
mini-fridge. Keep your fingers crossed. In ad- 
dition, Campbell has both heating and cooling 
systems, and is accessible to students with dis- 
abilities, where the corner rooms are handicap- 
accessible. 

The office space on the ground floor 
is also a new innovationfor Agnes Scott. The 
space will be opened as a combined space for 
all the tutoring centers, from the Center for 
Writing and Speaking (CWS, the Math and 
Science Learning Centers, to Foreign Lan- 
guage tutoring. As a CWS tutor, I’ve had a 
chance along with the other CWS tutors before 


the beginnning of this semester to take a tour 
through Campbell to get a sense of the space 
beyond floor plans. All the tutoring disciplines 
sharea central open space and there are side 
rooms available for quiet tutoring sessions. 

As for the building’s looks, the design- 
ers are working to preserve the history of the 
building. They are opting for a simple look, 
painting on the raw wall and inocrporating as 
many aspects as they can of the original de- 
sign. 

But the big question still remains: why 
is the science quad blocked off? Campbell Hall 
is a major step toward Agnes Scott’s green 
initiative for the campus. Agnes Scott is proud 
to announce that Campbell Hall will be the first 
building on campus to be powered by geother- 
mal energy. Although not a renewable energy 
sources, geothermal energy is clean energy. 
The science quad is blocked off because metal 
poles will be driven into the ground to extract 
the earth’s heat and power the building. In 
three years, Campbell Hall will have paid for 
itself. We may be losing our science quad for 


the remainder of the year, but this is an impres- 
sive step for Agnes Scott’s green initiative. 

A special thanks to Allie Creah and 
Becca Burslem from Holder (the construction 
company working on the building) for meet- 
ing with photojournalists Lydia Lingerfelt and 
Lacey Wilson and providing The Profile with 
information regarding Campbell’s progress. 


Photo Credit: Lacey Wilson and 
Lydia Lingerfelt 


International Fashion Show Impresses Agnes 
Scott Campus 


l ie ee ee 
Featured: Ashley Lawrie and Varsha Thebo 
[Photo Credit: Sorena Lo] 


Word on the Street: Whak’s your craziest 
Black Cak memory in three words? 


KIMBERLEY MENDEZ 
CONTENT EDITOR 


One of Agnes Scott’s oldest and most loved traditions, Black Cat, kicked off this past September at the usual mighnight hour. Thus 
began a week of class competitions, parties, outlandish decorations and general campus mayhem. This year’s Black Cat proved to be 
as memorable as any other. We asked several students to tell us about their best Black Cat experience...but using only 3 words. Limit- 
ing their most vivid memory of Black Cat proved to be quite the challenge. Here’s what these Scotties said. Warning, some of these 
responses may not be appropriate for children. 
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BLACK CAT 2015 


Behind the Scenes of Junior Production 


CHERYL WOLLNER 
STAFF WRITER 


During my first year at Agnes Scott, sat 
in the back of Gaines on the far right. had 
to crane my neck around the person’s head 
in front of me just to get a good view of the 
stage. I didn’t understand all the jokes from the 
Valkyries’ Junior Production, but upon exiting 
Gaines my new goal became writing the class 
of 2015’s Junior Production. Ruth Johnson had 
a similar dream and we spent Fall Break, some 
weekend evenings and Spring Break of our 
first year huddled in Winship second’s lounge 
to discuss ideas. What if Agnes Scott was 
themed as Star Wars? What if Agnes Scott was 
Lord of the Rings? What if Agnes Scott was 
Back to the Future? What if each department 
was a different fandom? Our ideas flew around 
the room like a game of rapid table tennis. 

Upon our election as co-JP chairs last 
spring we started to seriously plot, our initial 
ideas fell through (some were too difficult to 
stage, others way too long for a play, some 
too full of plot holes). It was over the summer 
when we reconvened and sorted out a new 
plot. We felt like real writers staying up into 
the early morning, eating Chinese take-out and 
coming up with something worthwhile: Agnes 
Scott in Gotham City. With corruption and old- 
timey superheroes guiding our way. Although 
we wound up deviating from the Batman 
theme as the process went along (we do know 
not everyone at Agnes is a superhero fan), we 
wrote a full draft over the summer; all ninety 
pages of a first draft. Though we whittled down 
the page count in the edits, a majority of our 
initial themes and ideas were still present in 
the final draft. We wanted to write a JP that 
was more than comedicas Ruth and I agreed 
that we wanted something that balanced humor 
with a storyline that meant something. 

We wanted to tell a story about the four 
classes emerging as heroes and what Agnes 
Scott would be like if the professors had been 
taken over “so to speak”by a corrupting force 
that was ruining academic quality. We strove 
to produce a darker reality in an alternate 
universe of Agnes Scott: a recognizable but 
somehow off-kilter setting. Our idea wasn’t 
perfect to begin with. As I’m pretty sure all the 
JP writers have done before, you end up writ- 
ing and rewriting until a few days before the 
show. Members of our wonderful cast this year 
will tell you that they were constantly getting 


emails from me outlining all the changes being 
made to their lines, which scenes were cut, 
and which were put back in.We were con- 
stantly printing out scripts.. It was stressful and 
I wasn’t even an actor(aside from a cameo as 
Rachel Trousdale). 

Although I had done theatre as part of 
an Arts Magnet Program at my high school, 
I am more comfortable writing and directing 
than with acting. I focus on how the play is 
staged. I want to be an audience member that 
knows the script sounds the same on the page 
and on the stage. As I got the opportunity 
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to step up as director, blending my own ideas 

with the cast and crew for a dynamic produc- 

tion. It was always great to hear another voice 
speaking to counter mine. 

I really can’t thank Ruth, our fantastic 
cast, and our crew enough for all the work 
they put into 2015’s Junior Production. I am so 
proud of our class for working on the ambi- 
tious projectthat we created together. The most 
rewarding part of working on JP has been the 
collaboration with our talented cast and crew. 
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Photo Credit: Rachael Brazaele 


Letter to Our Readers 


(continued from pg. 3) 
The college’s 125th birthday is around the corner 
and we look forward to documenting this historic event 
at The Profile and tracking the progress of the Campbell 
Hall renovations throughout the coming months. You can 
find all future copies of The Profile on our newstands in 
the first floors of Alston, Buttrick, Bullock, and Evans. 
We are excited to kick off our senior year by leading The 
Profile as the chief dispersers of news for Agnes Scott. 
Sincerely, 


Jessica Mejia and Kelsey Gay | 


Co-Editors-in-Chief 


Ted Cruz and the Affordable Care Act: What Happened? 


DARLENE CONTEH 
STAFF WRITER 


Republican Senator Ted Cruz has recently 
been recognized as the Texan Senator in Washington 
in direct opposition to the Affordable Healthcare Act 
in October. Cruz also won the Values Voter Summit 
Presidential straw poll administered in early Oc- 
tober, making him a viable candidate for the 2016 
Presidency. 

Cruz, a Tea Party favorite, along with the 
Republicans caused friction in the House of Repre- 
sentative which shut down the government for 16 
days in the effort to thwart “Obamacare” otherwise 
known as the Affordable Care Act, which provides 
the option of affordable universal healthcare to 
American citizens. The result of the dissension 
between the parties brought the nation dangerously 
closer to a financial default. Senator Cruz went on 
the floor of the U.S Senate in October to filibuster 
his stance on Affordable Care Act demanding that 
the law be defunded. Under the impression that the 
healthcare law, which was passed in 2010, would 
not be effective, Sen. Cruz filibustered for its imme- 
diate 


effect. He began his oratorial stint in Congress say- 
ing, “I rise today in an effort to speak for 26 mil- 
lion Texans and for 300 million Americans.” Cruz 
chastised the deal saying that it does not take into 
account Americans who may not be benefitting 
from the healthcare law. He continued, “This fight 
was always about the American people who are 
hurting because of Obamacare,” Cruz argued that 
the deal personified Congressional flaws in Wash- 
ington and the presumed neglect of the average 
American. He referred to the group in his filibuster 
saying, “the United States Senate is saying, ‘You 
[average Americans] don’t have a voice in Wash- 
ington.” 

Cruz also lauded Senator Mike Lee (R-UT) 
who has been scrutinized by Washington officials 
because of his opposition to the Affordable Care 
Act and his persistence in taking a paycheck dur- 
ing the government shutdown while many other 
government officials, employees, Senators and 
Representatives did not and could not. Subse- 
quently, Cruz advocated for the Senate to consider 
opposing the health care law while concurrently 
saying that, “the deal will indubitably be opposed 
by a great number.” Cruz asked the U.S Senate to 


be defunded. where the Tea Party would 
manage to overturn the law. 

Even though Cruz’s aim of 
defunding the Affordable Care Act was 
not achieved, he hopes in the months to 
come, his idea of “the train wreck that is 
Obamacare” will be defunded. Cruz did 
not rule out another attempt to defund 
the Affordable Care Act in January when 
the government would once again need 
Congress’ approval for more funding. 
Until then, Senator Cruz (R-TX) says he 
plans to continue his fight against Obam- 
acare. z 


Street Artist Banksy Brings Political Art to the States 


MICHELLE DELPECHE 
STAFF WRITER 


traffic and amount of hiding places.” 


Beginning on Oct. 1, British graffiti artist and activist, Banksy, 
made the streets of New York his canvas during his residency for his 
“Better Out Than In” project. The artist whose true identity has yet to be 
revealed is known for the satirical commentary in his artwork and his 
distinctive stenciling technique. Thus far, in his month-long, citywide 
exhibit, Banksy has left a trail of graffiti in various parts of NYC. To help 
promote the project, the typically elusive artist granted a rare interview to 
the Village Voice where he explained his reason for choosing New York 
as the setting for this exhibition. In an e-mail, he stated that, “New York 
calls to graffitti writers like a dirty old lighthouse. We all want to prove 
ourselves here.” He also revealed that he chose the city for its, “high foot 


Banksy created an official website (banksyny. 
com) and an instagram page (banksyny), to allow fans to 
track his artwork in the city. Since its start, his project has 
made headlines in New York newspapers almost daily. It’s 
become somewhat of a scavenger hunt for New Yorkers 
to track down the location of Banksy’s graffitti, partially 
because the art tends to disappear or get tagged over by 
other artists. On day 12, Banksy, who's known for stating 
that he doesn’t want his art to be worth anything, sur- 
prised New Yorkers when he sold pieces of his artwork for 
$60 a piece at a stall in Central Park. In order to preserve 
his identity, an elderly man sold his paintings for him. 

His invasion of the city hasn’t been met without 
controversy. Although his artwork is pretty entertaining to 
see, it’s still technically seen as vandalism. Banksy’s pres- 
ence in the city has been met with mixed reviews. Some 
New Yorkers have marveled at the fact that Banksy’s art- 
work has appeared in their neighborhood. One landlord 
in Brooklyn whose building received “the Banksy treat- 
ment” on day 17 and considered finding a way to preserve 
it. Former Mayor Bloomberg has also made it clear that 
he isn't fond of Banksy either saying he doesn’t consider 
graffitti to be art. The NYPD put a temporary halt to his 
projecton day 23. He resumed the following day. 
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Bill De Blasio Takes Coveted Position as New York City Mayor 


KELSEY GAY 

CO-EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Bill De Blasio, a Brooklyn native, was elected to office on Tues. 
Nov. 5, as the first Democratic Mayor of NYC in 20 years. De Blasio has 
a well-respected and admired reputation in the city and his election was 
welcomed by New Yorkers as a landslide victory. 

De Blasio’s mayoral campaign and election represented a dra- 
matic shift from the typical government-as-business leadership style to a 
much more liberal stance on issues tha deeply affect New York City such 
as education, poverty, income inequality, and affordable housing. 

De Blasio was born under the name Wilhelm Warren Jr, into a 
working class Italian family in Brooklyn and worked his way into the 
best universities in the nation due to his political leadership in high 
school. He enrolled at NYU for undergraduate study and continued to 
Columbia University in pursuit of a career in international and public af- 
fairs. 

De Blasio pursued his college interests in Latin American politics 
and activism. After being the 109th elected mayor of one of the largest 
and most powerful cities in America, De Blasio has received much of his 
campaign attention for the striking look of his biracial family. His wife, 
Chirlane McCray, is an African-American woman who has formerly 
identified as lesbian. He has two young biracial kids, Dante and Chiara. 

De Blasio was involved in the pormotion of Dinkins mayoral 
campaign in the city as well as Bill Clinton’s national presidential cam- 


ZOYA ABDULLAH 
~ STAFF WRITER 


The name Malala Yousafzai is growing in notoriety and 
esteem. So, who is Malala Yousafzai? This 16-year-old Pakistani 
girl is not your average teenager. From a very young age, she has 
been a human rights activist, fighting to reform women’s discrim- 
ination in Pakistan. But beyond this, she is a survivor. Yousafzai 
suffered gunshot wounds to the head and neck after being at- 
tacked by Taliban gunmen in late 2012. She continues to share 
her inspiring story and her hopes of gender equality. 

On October 9, 2012, in the northern Pakistani province of 
Swat Valley, a gunman shot Malala Yousafzai on the left side of 
her forehead while she was on a school bus. The Taliban, a cleri- 
cal group that believes in upholding an extremely strict version 
of Islamic law, sent this gunman to shoot Malala, as well as her 
friends. 


paign. He campaigned for City Council to represent his neighbor- 
hood of Park Slope in Brooklyn where he currently lives with 
his family. De Blasio is known as a very effecient, friendly and — 
cultured man, a fair representation of an American who wanted to 
not only make something of himself, but inprove the lives of New 
Yorkers and public policies through a political career. He is pre- 
ceeded by three-term incumbent Republican Michael Bloomberg 
and Rudy Guiliani. 

[Kathy Willens/AP] 


Humanitarian Malala Yousafzai Awes the 
United States with Message 


After being shot, Malala was quickly sent to Britain for brain sur- 
gery and currently lives outside London with her family. 

After years of speaking out for the rights of women and 
girls, the Taliban saw Yousafzai as a threat. In essence, the 
Taliban believed that letting girls and women attend school was 
completely wrong. The Taliban’s homicidal attempt was an ef- 
fort to silence her, but this only ignited the spark that Malala had 
already created. Soon, everyone wanted to know her story and 
about her bravery to speak up for her rights and the rights of the 
people around her. In response to her supposed reasoning of why 
the Taliban targeted her, she states, 

“They are afraid of us. They are afraid of women. A wom- 
an is powerful but when she gets education she becomes more 
powerful. They do not want women to take part in society, in the 
development of a society. They think that the only job of women 
is to cook food, to serve the family, to give birth to children, to 
feed them.” Recently, Malala has visited the United States in an 
effort to share her story with a Western audience and gain mo- 
mentum and awareness in her aim to create access to education. 
The 16-year-old Pakistani teen’s primary goal is to ensure that 
everyone, especially women and children, have the right and ac- 
cess to education 
Malala holds a nonviolent stance in her quest to fight the struggle 
against illiteracy, poverty, and terrorism. 
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The Real Preachers of LA: Has Oxygen Crossed a Line? 


KIMBERLEY MENDEZ 
CONTENT EDITOR 


“Preachers of LA” is a new reality television 
show on the “Oxygen” network that has kicked 
up quite a storm, and for good reason. The 
show follows the lives of six illustrious pas- 
tors in LA, including of course, their churches, 
their successes and their failures. Much of 

the uproar generated from the show is due to 
the fact that the pastors are portrayed as ex- 
tremely wealthy, and the question of morality 
is brought into play: Should pastors be allowed 
to capitalize on the spiritual guidance of oth- 
ers? Another source of the controversy is the 
inclusion of young pastor Deitrick Haddon, a 
divorced pastor who had a baby out of wed- 
lock soon after he ended his marriage--it was a 
scandal that forced him to step down from the 
position of leadership in his church. 


With all these criticism in mind, I tuned in to 
the show after my curiosity got the better of 
me. I found myself quite intrigued , even if 
there were a few things that did not sit quite 
right with me. For example, there is a pastor 
who refuses to go anywhere without his entou- 
rage, like a celebrity. I’m pretty sure he has a 
guy assigned to carry around an extra suit for 
him constantly. Let’s just say, if 1 was a mem- 
ber at his church, I would not wany my hard- 
earned offering tithes going to this egomaniac. 
I was disturbed at first by just how rich 
these pastors were. I know Chrisitianity asa 
religion tends to value acts of service and that 
Jesus went without in order to better serve oth- 
ers. So why do these pastors insist on owning 
helicopters, private jets, Bentley’s and million- 
dollar mansions? Jesus only had transportation 


one recorded day in the Bible, and even that 
was on a donkey. What gives pastors the right 
to live in luxury, when the first disciples had to 
surrender everything they owned? The show 
does nothing whatsoever to convince non- 
believers that their opulence (and arrogance in 
some cases) is warranted. What I would like to 
see is the hard work that I know goes into their 
ministry, yet is sorely lacking from the show. 

Preachers of LA does succeed in show- 
ing us that pastors are human beings who 
make mistakes. After all, no one is perfect. But 
alternatively, shouldn’t pastors be held to a 
higher standard of leadership in the Christian 
community? The practices of consumerism go 
far outside Christian values. It’s just another 
controversial reality show to me, and contover- 
sy is definitely a key to media success. 


“Hey Babe, Lookin’ Good”: Street Harrassment and Organization 
Turn Harassment Around 


MEREDITH THOMASON 
STAFF WRITER 


What Agnes Scott woman has walked 
down the street and not heard these words at 
one point in her adult life? Street harassment 
has been a growing epidemic in urban cities 
and for long women have been silent about 
their right to “holla back” to street harassers. 
It’s more than a well-known fact that woman in 
urban cities like Atlanta have to be extremely 
careful walking around town at night but all it 
takes is one street harasser, one innocent look, 
or a couple of sexual sentences thrown out into 
the open for a woman to become immediately 
uncomfortable walking alone. 

Street harassment is commonly de- 
fined as: “Unwelcome words and actions by 
an unkonwn person in public places which are 
motivated by gender and invade a person’s 
physical and emotional space in a disrespect- 
ful, creepy, startling, scary or insulting way.” 
This is a quote from the website, Stop Street 
Harassment (stopstreetharassment.org) one of 
the many sites, along it iHollaback! (iholla- 
back.org), that were created to inform women 
and men of what streeet harassment is and how 
we, together as a collective group, can bring 


awareness to the community and minimize it. 
Organization like iHollaback and Stop Street 
Harassment feel that women should have a 
right to their personal space and peace of mind 
in public places and shouldn’t be objectified 


on their daily walk to school, the grocery store, 


their friend’s house and so on and so forth. 

These two organization offer volunteer 
opportunities for young and old, males and 
females to come together and try to put an end 
to street harassment. On iHollaback! You can 
sign a pledge to be a better bystander, that way 
you can learn how to safely intervene if you 
see street harassment happening. Through the 
iHollaback! movement, you can link up with 
other like-minded activists to work together to 
ensure equal access in public spaces. 

Stop Street Harassment is simliar in 
their mission, but provides a more extensive 
view on what street harassment is. This or- 
ganization has published books and educates 
people through seminars along with programs 
and campaigns the organizations are working 
on, 

These websites help bring awareness 


to young people like us through the accessibil- 
ity of the Internet. We can go these websites to 
learn, but also to grow together as a communi- 
ty by sharing our experiences, supporting other 
victims of street harassment. Members are then 
better able to identify sexual harassment and 
call it out when it happens, ultimately ending 
the cycle. By setting up an organization and 
deconstructing how street harassment plays out 
in public spaces. Check out these websites and 
see how you can get involved and learn more 
about making those numbers go down and 
making cities like Atlanta safe for every race, 
gender, age, and sexual orientation. 
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LORDE Leads the Charge on New Zealand Music Takeovei 


CHARITY OUTLAW 
STAFF WRITER 


With her penetrative stare and dark contralto 
voice, sixteen year old singer-songwriter, 
Lorde’s fame has risen exponentially over the 
past year. On her new album Pure Heroine, 
the singer’s rich voice, electro pop influence, 
and driven beats help create a uniquely edgy 
sound that is almost unheard of from some- 
one her age. With her distinct, individualistic 
sound, Lorde has captured the attention of 
independent music experts from her native 
country of New Zealand to the pie King- 
dom and United States. 


The album’s first track, “Tennis Court” 


gorgeously blends the sounds of chilled 
electronic beats and heavy orchestration. The 
first lyrics heard on the album casually muse: 
Don’t you think that it’s boring how people 
talk? Like these lyrics, Lorde tends to stress a 
sense of disillusionment with something 


whether it is your average gossipers to the lack 
of attention to art and preference for social 
news within the mainstream music industry. 
She goes on to sing, “Getting pumped up from 
the little bright things I bought. But I know 
they'll never own me.” These lyrics introduce 
one of the album’s many motifs of adjusting 

to fame and not letting the consumerism and 
luxury change your character. “400 Lux,” a 
calm, but cheery song about the carefree teen- 
age years of driving in the car with friends is 

a prime example of the storytelling aspect of 
Lorde’s lyrics. Lyrics such as “you pick me up 
and take me home again. Head out the window 
again... you drape your wrists over the steer- 
ing wheel” painting a concrete picture of the 
recklessness and vivacity of youths. Lorde’s 
breakout hit, “Royals” is a soulfully sung satire 
that not only satirizes today’s popular music 


in the State: 


scene and obsession with aristocracy, but also 
Lorde’s real-life obsession with it.. “Every 
song’ like gold teeth, grey goose, trippin’ 
in the bathroom, blood stains, ball gowns, 
trashin’ the hotel room” shows a certain level 
of annoyance with the lack of individualism in 
music. However lyrics like, “7’ve never seen 
a diamond in the flesh” suggests that there is 
also some fascination and intrigue to the world 
of glitz and glam. “Royals” shows the complex 
feelings of disgust and envy for the life of one 
of the rich and famous. “Ribs” serves as an- 
other nostalgic narrative-like piece that sounds 
like the background music to a David Fincher 
film. The song’s repetitive nature and complex 
instrumentals add another dimension to typical 
dance music. 

Though this is only Lorde’s first full- 
length album, she has a distinct voice and 
sound that leaves much to be discovered, 


God id ll Not Save You: CARRIE Hits Theatres for Halloween 


PRECIOUS SIDWELL 
STAFF WRITER 


The remake of the 1976 cult-horror film, Carrie is 
just that--a remake. The new 2013 revamped plot of 


the iconic Carrie, released last week and features 
Chloe Grace Moretz and Julianna Moore, stying 
true to the original narrative structure of the 1976 


film directed by Brian De Palma. Carrie, played by 


Chloe Grace Moretz (Kick-Ass) plays a troubled 


Carrie embracing anad understanding her su- 
pernatural powers. Peirce is known for the 
highly controversial, critically acclaimed queer 
drama, Boys Dont Cry, with Hilary Swank so it 
wouldn’t be odd to compare the troubled charac- 
ters in her movie or speculate that she used Car- 
rie as a subtle nod to th trauma and injustice of 


high school teem who is harassed by her classmates 
after an embarrassing accident in the school’s locker 
room. After being punished for their actions, the ac- 
cussed students develop a personal vendetta against 
Carrie and scheme to prank her at the quintessential 
teenage girl’s “coming-out” party: prom. Carrie dis- 
covers and develops her telekinetic powers. She is 
then pushed to her mental and physical limits when 
she is humiliated in front of the student body after 
being crowned homecoming queen. 

There is much to be said about this film, but 


bullying and homophobia in the contemporary 
school system. 

It was a more powerful viewing experi- 
ence fothe audience once they saw this differ- 
ence from other adaptations. The slow motion 
shots of the killing of different chracters in the 
recent released film, stands out and the samll 
details create a unique experience that viewer 
won’t see in the other Carrie films. 

Overall, this adaptation came off as 
empowering rather than murderously insane and 


[Carrie Poster, concertposter.org 


one of the fundamental differences in the plot is 
Carrie’s acceptance of her newfound powers. The 
main difference between the 1976 version and the 


latest adaptation is that the latter was female-direct- 
ed by Kimberly Peirce. Unlike any other adaptation, 


Peirce shows 


holds true to Stephen King’s original novel, the 
inclusion of Julianne Moore (Far From Heaven, 
Children of Men) served as a delightful reincar- 
nation of Carrie’s paranoid, fanatically religious 
mother. This film allows the aduience who are 
also in for a good scare, to reminisce on the past 
adaptation of Carrie, while view the film from 
Peirce’s viewpoint. 
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SNL Under Attack For Lacking Diversity 


RUTH JOHNSON 
MANAGING EDITOR 


Saturday Night Live has a problem. Well, it has 
a lot of problems, but this one may: be the most 
significant one facing it recently, more so than 
it not being very funny these days. Since the 
premiere of its 39th season in September, and 
the reveal of six, all-white new cast members, 
SNL has been caught up in quite a bit of con- 
troversy. Currently, SVL has only two black 
performers, both of whom are male. The show 
also only has one woman of color, [ranian- 
American Nasim Pedrad. The last time there 
was a black woman as a cast member was the 
long and hilarious run of Maya Rudolph (2000- 
2007); prior to Rudolph, only three other black 
women had starred on the show--for the most 
part, their tenures were very brief. Diversity 
regarding Hispanics and Asians in the cast has 
also been incredibly disappointing. 

But why has this year, in particular, 
sparked controversy? Jay Pharaoh (2010-) 
may have started the ball rolling when he told 
theGrio, a division of MSNBC, that, “they [the 
producers] need to pay attention,” regarding 


Aparla Nancherla is an Indian-American 
comedienne based in New York City. As a 
writer for the show Totally Biased with Kamau 
Bell, Nancherla was the first Indian-American 
woman to perform comedy on late night 
television, when she went on Conan in Octo- 
ber. The D.C native has been on LA Weekly's 
“12 Comedy Acts to Watch”, and featured in 
the Huffington Post, Nerdist Podcast and the 
Washington Post.Aparna’s comedic style is dry 
and observational with a whimsical take on the 
world. Nancherla’s twitter @aparnapkin is also 
pretty hilarious. 


casting of black women on the show. He 
suggested Damirra Brunson, who currently 
stars on Love Thy Neighbor. Then, even more 
recently, when questioned on the race issue 
by TVGuide.com, long-running cast member 
Kenan Thompson (2003-), the only other black 
cast member, spoke out on the issue. He cited 
the fact that black comediennes they had seen 
simply were not ready for the show--ironic, 
since, after all, SNL’s performers were once 
called “Not Ready for Primetime.” Since that 
comment, more than a few people have ex- 
pressed outrage, especially black comediennes- 
-in particular, Nyima Funk, a graduate of 
Second City and someone who has auditioned 
in the past. She suggested that in order to be 
ready, she needed to transform into a white 
man. 

Notably, none of SNL’s producers, and, 
in particular, the usually reticent Lorne Mi- 
chaels, have commented on the controversy. 
Diversity has always been an issue with the 
show--while casting black comedians has 


Franchescha Ramsay is Youtube comedienne, 
actress, graphic designer and hair guru. Ram- 
say uses her video blogging skills to make hi- 
larious parodies on Youtube including her viral 
video, “S%*& White Girls Say to Black Girls” 
in 2012 which earned over 10 million views. 
The West Palm Beach native has an excellent 
stash of pop culture impersonations includ- 

ing Gwen Stefani, Britney Spears who she 
parodied in a recent video. She also educates 
viewers on women’s social issues like sexual 
health, race relations and tolerance. 


always been a blind spot of the show, so too 
has been the casting and retention of women. 
Not only that, but once a person of color or a 
woman actually gets on the show, it is often 
had for them to get into sketches. Pedrad, for 
example, despite being a tremendous talent, is 
rarely featured, often looked over in favor of 
the white women who star on the show. Pha- 
raoh struggled to break through, initially, often 
ignored, As time has gone on, his presence has 
grown--he has gotten the chance to establish 
characters, and most significantly, play the al- 
ways eye-catching role of Barack Obama, but 
it has taken him a while. 

To solve SNL’s visible diversity prob- 
lem--that is, within the cast--the diversity prob- 
lem behind the scenes has to be solved first. 
There is a reason that people constantly refer to 
the show as a boy’s club or sausage fest, if you 
will. The majority of the production staff, espe- 
cially the producers and the writers, are male, 
and beyond that, the overwhelming majority 
are white. To fix SNL’s diversity problem, we 
need to look within. The cast is just the tip of 
the iceberg of the problem at SNL. If SNL gains 
more diversity, it probably would be the best 
thing for the show--if you’ ve watched it, you 
know that it can easily get stuck in a humor 
rut. 

Diversifying could save it from collaps- 
ing under a seriously bloated sense of humor 
that has developed over the years--it is a win- 
win situation for the show. But in the end, the 
decision lies with Lorne Michaels in his staff. 
It is possible that a boycott of sorts would get 
NBC’s attention, but it seems unlikely that it 
would end the show. So what to do? Support 
your favorite black, Asian, Hispanic and fe- 
male comedians to soar and encourage them to 
try out for SNZ or to try for a writer’s position 
or a producing job. At some point, things will 
change at Saturday Night Live. But who gets to 
steer the show after the dust clears is entirely 
up to those who want to make change. 
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Students Searched for Possession 
of Marijuana and Cocaine 


Mehruba Chowdhury 
Kelsey Gay 
Staff Writer 


After having their rooms searched by 
Public Safety, a handful of students stand ac- 
cused of dealing cocaine and weed on cam- 
pus. The incident has brought controversial 
views on drug use to the forefront on Agnes 
Scott’s campus. Most cases for legalization 
of marijuana lean towards medical use. For 
example, a bill in Georgia is currently circling 
the Senate table that would enable parents to 
get cannibis oil for children suffering from 
epilepsy. 

Legalization of marijuana for recre- 
ational use has yet to swoon politicians from 
either party, but college crowds seem to be 
more enthused about recreational use than 
usual, Agnes Scott included. Though Agnes 
Scott follows in compliance with the Drug- 
Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, 
Scotties have revealed a leaning towards 
legalization and higher tendency to use on 
campus. In January, a theme house underwent 
an investigation after drugs were discovered 
inside the building. Despite the increase of 
drug-based investigations this semester, Scot- 
ties have stayed focused on positive sides of 
the issue. A Junior Psychology major said, “I 
feel it should be legal everywhere. Medical 
marijuana has medicinal value which is why I 
support it.” Though viewpoints like this have 
been expressed, should it come as a surprise 
that some students might have been found 
guilty by Honor Court for abusing drugs on 
campus? 

The rate of Scotties caught and 
charged for possession has been rising this 
year at a faster rate than usual. Women have 
been expelled for having drugs in their pos- 
session from marijuana to cocaine. Amber 
Stapleton, the president of Honor Court, had 
plenty to say about this issue: “What some 
students don’t realize is that even facilitating 
drug use, which is the act of allowing others 
to possess, consume, use illegal drugs/con- 
trolled substance in one’s presence, is also a 
violation of the drug policy.” Facilitating drug 
use includes consumption in residence halls 
and using in cars on campus. 

First-year Miriam Chaibi told The 
Profile that her room had been searched for 
contraband by Public Safety on Jan. 19, the 


Honor Court Case Reveals Confusion Around Cheating 


Kebreht Walker 
Staff Writer 


On Feb. 6 2014, 240 Agnes Scott 
students filed into Gaines Chapel to attend 
an Honor Court sponsored event that has not 
happened in nearly 40 years: an Agnes Scott 
student appealed to the student body to over- 
turn an Honor Court ruling. 


The case was that of Tierra Baker ‘15, 
a student appealing to overturn Honor Court's’ 
guilty verdict of cheating at the beginning of 
the semester. Baker needed 230 students to be 
present at her hearing, though many doubted 
the level of support Baker would receive; 
the line that formed at the hearing in Presser 
quickly grew past the doors, 


Students poured into Presser Hall, 
presenting their student IDs in exchange for a 
ballot to participate in the ruling and were indi- 
vidually counted by members of Honor Court 
and Programming Board. Once the quota 
was reached, the doors were shut and Student 
Government Association (SGA) President 
Mariah Cawthorne ‘14 called the meeting to 
order along with Honor Court President, Amber 
Stapleton ‘14. Before proceeding with details 
of the case, Cawthorne banned the use of social 
media or recording devices to document the 
hearing. 


“I’m not worried. I’m excited to see 
what happens tonight. | want everyone to see- 
that Honor Court is transparent. We are not out 
to get people, we are here to help, not hinder all 
students,” Stapleton said before the proceed- 
ings began. This was the first time the school 
was holding a public hearing, and many stu- 
dents did not know what to expect. 


Cawthorne gave an overview of the 
case, which entailed that Baker had previ- 
ously been found guilty of cheating by having 
her phone out during an exam. Honor Court 
President Amber Stapleton was given fifteen 
minutes to explain Honor Court’s rulings on the 
case followed by a 15-minute explanation of 
the event from Baker’s perspective. 


Cawthorne explained that once both | 
parties were heard, the student body would be 
given 30 minutes to ask Stapleton and Baker 


student was held ‘responsible’ meaning, guilty 
or ‘not responsible’ meaning, not guilty in the 
eyes of the student body. 


According to Stapleton, Baker arrived 
in class the day of the exam and had her phone 
switched to silent on her lap. During her exam 
she received a text from a friend with the 
words “Good morning.” in it. She quickly re- 
plied and put-the phone back on her lap. Not 
long after, she received an email from Honor 
Court saying she had been accused of cheating 
by another student. Baker explained that she 
called for the appeal to restore her reputation 
as an honorable member of the student body 
and not a cheater. . She finished her statement 
by thanking all the students for coming out to 
the hearing and expressed surprise that 240 
students had shown up to support her. Staple- _ 
ton explained that once the accuser informed 
her professor of Baker’s alleged cheating, the 
professor handed over the ruling to Honor 


Stapleton then read from the syllabus 
which stated that “any student found with a 
cell phone on their person during an exam 
would be considered as cheating.” Once 
Honor Court received all the information and 
went into their routine proceedings, Baker was 
found guilty of cheating and the professor not 
only failed her on the exam, but Baker also 
received a failing grade in the class. 


After Stapleton finished stating Honor 


_ Court’s ruling, it was then Baker’s turn to 


recount her story. She was quick to state her 
nervousness and proceeded to explain what 
occurred by reciting from a paper. (cont’d. 2) 


questions before voting to determine if the 2 
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HONOR COURT CHEATING cont. 
Once finished, the appeal was turned over to 
the student body for the opportunity to ques- 
tion both Baker and Honor Court. Senior 
_ Kendra Callaway asked Stapleton if the syl- 
labus had been notarized as an official bind- 
ing document, which resulted in an uproar of 
snickering whispers and loud applause. This 
question became the springboard into other 
questions about what exactly is‘considered 
cheating at Agnes Scott and where students 
are to look to find the standard consequences 
and definition of cheating, whether it is in 
the Agnes Scott Student Handbook or class 
syllabi. Another student asked Baker whether 
she had been present or not during the dis- 
cussion of the syllabus the first day of class, 
which she replied yes, but also happened to 
- be late that day. Baker also added that she 
had not signed the syllabus, which muddled 
the validity of her behavior in class. Though 
each student signs the Honor Pledge when 
they arrive at Agnes Scott, syllabi signatures 
are not necessarily taken as seriously. 


“T think | was most shocked and 
dismayed by the Q&A period of the appeal 
to the student body. I was really disturbed 
by the level of ignorance-some students had 
about the honor code in general and what is 
expected of them as college students. I was 
also taken aback by the aggressive behavior 
some (not all) students displayed as well,” 
Stapleton remarked afterwards. Students 
displayed frustration and impatience towards 
Honor Court and Student Government of- 
ficials during the public trial by talking over 
them or using an accusatory tone. 


Honor Court and the administration 
realize that there is more work to be done in 
educating students about the honor code and 
honor court. In the near future when our case 
load permits, Honor Court says they will 
facilitate and participate in more educational 


opportunities for the community. “I want my _ 
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fellow Scotties to understand why the Honor 
Code is and should be the cornerstone of life 
here at Agnes,” says Stapleton. 


Towards the end of the questioning 
period, Baker was asked if she believed that 
her accuser had wished any ill will against her 
before this accusation had occurred. Baker said 
that she had worked with the accuser on a proj- 
ect in a previous class during which a conflict 
had occurred between them. The accuser’s be- 
havior towards Baker since the class had been 
negative, but Baker never sought to report her. 


Students were then instructed to fill out 
their ballots and hand them into Honor Court 
to be counted. If any student left before voting 
or did not return a filled ballot, they were given 
an Honor Court case. “All I have to say is have 
faith, and I hope a miracle will happen,” Baker 
said at the end of the appeal. 


On Feb. 10, Cawthorne announced that 
with a two-thirds majority vote. Baker was 
found ‘Not Responsible’ for cheating by the 
student body. 


“I think there needs to be more of a uni- 
versal understanding of cheating,” said Staple- 
ton after the appeal. The case alSo raises the 
question of whether a conflict of interest has 
influence on a report. Will Honor Court be able 


_ to distinguish legitimate honor court violations 


from a spiteful attack? Previously, Baker and 
her accuser publicly admitted to bad blood. 
based on past incidents, which influenced the 
accuser’s decision to report Baker. Although 
this case is complefed, it does bring up a seri- 
ous matter of transparency around the rules 
and regulations around cheating and plagiarism 
at Agnes Scott College. 


“I think the appeal to the student body, even 
with its negatives, had the positive outcome of 


making Honor Court and the administration 
realize that there is more work to be done in 
educating students about the Honor Code,”’said 
Stapleton. 


While some students feel that cheating 
is ultimately defined in the handbook, some 
syllabi could lead students to think otherwise. 
The case has brought attention to a govern- 
ing system that provides different definitions 
for cheating and plagiarism. “In my opinion, 

I think that the policies on cheating is clearly 
stated but objectively implemented,” Merche 
Osborn ‘14.remarked. 


Tierra Baker could not be reached for com- 
ment. 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 


Jessica Mejia 

Kelsey Gay , 
The Profile \ooks different because we are 

different editors, with a different team. We have our 

own vision for journalism on campus and the wom- 

an/women after us will have hers/theirs. Journalism 
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Editors-in-Chief 
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other. It can create transparency and give voice to 
those who can’t otherwise speak: The Profileisa _ 
vehicle for students to voice their frustrations, find 
answers, and most importantly, offér solutions. For — 
future Profilers: Journalism is what you make it, and 
if you’re willing to take the challenge, the rewards 
can be quite satisfying. As we end out the school 
year, we express our deepest gratitude to those that 
supported us. 


KEBREHT WALKER 
Web Géditor 
kwalkereagnesscottedu 


across the quad after work, the night wind pushed 
me up the bricks from Walters to Presser, rushing 

me to the parking lot. As I walked past a well-lit 
McCain, I came to the sad realization that after May 
10th I would never spend another night hogging the 
second floor group study room or getting reassurance 
in the writing center. | would never excitedly talk 
about story ideas with my Profile team and Co-Edi- 
tor Jessica again. 

As a first-year, my time here at Agnes 
seemed infinite, | had forever to decide what I 
wanted to do and sniff after the big kids in the class 
of 2010. Today, I’m just hoarding time here, resisting 
graduation because I’ve discovered the overwhelm- 
ing fact | want to do everything. I feel confident 
in the wide-eyed first-years to carry on business in ° 
this office. As long and windy the road at Agnes 


CHARITY OUTLAW 


Music Writer 
coutlaweagnesscolttedu 


PRECIOUS SIDWELL 


Film Writer 
osidwelleagnesscottedu 


MEHRUBA CHOWDHURY 


Writer 
mchowdchuryeagnesscottedu 


MICHELE DELPECHE 
Film Writer — 
mdelpecheeagnesscoltedu 


keeps both students and the college honest with each. . 


It started as just another night. I was walking. 


has been, I don’t want to leave. I have succeeded 
beyond my expectations here and I have failed 
miserably here, but I know I’m ready for the next 
chapter. 

My time with The Profile has been a long 


_ and winding road starting from my first year at Ag- 


nes when | worked as a writer under past Editor-in- 
Chief Kelsey Clodfelter’ 12, and later as a content 
editor. As a newly anointed Scottie, | remember 
passing the Profile office late some nights and see- 
ing Clodfelter working on the newspaper well past 
midnight. Her endurance and perseverance were 
palpable; it inspired me and made me think that I 
too could possibly one day lead our campus news- 
paper. That thought seemed improbable to me, 

but only two years later, | was given the chance to 


make it into a reality. 


Today, after one year of being Co-Editor, I 
now know how it feels to be in The Profile room 
past midnights trying to work the layout or read 
through stories, while watching people pass by. 
Nevertheless, I’m very thankful that I haven’t had 
to travel this bumpy, but very worthwhile journey 
alone- I’ve had my fellow fox sister Kelsey by my 
side to help navigate through the criticism as well 
as through the praise. With our commitment and 
go-getter attitude, we have been able to resurrect 
The Profile after last year’s hiatus. Now it’s our 
time to pass down the paper to someone who will 
continue the tradition of producing our campus 
newspaper. 


ZOYA ABDULLAH RACHEL BRAZEALE 


The Agnes Scolt Profile is an 


News writerohotojournalist News writer independent newspaper published monthly during the 
zabdullaheagnesscottedu Bs a3 (he academic year Contents do not represent the official 
of PARE SR Nes opinions of Agnes Scott College or 7he Profile unless 
LYDIA UNGERFET _ specifically noted. 
News Writer : ' 
lllingerfelteagnesscottedu ADVISOR fas of. late Letters to the ditors are welcomed and encouraged. The 


Profile reserves the right to publish letters and/or edit them 
for clarity soace or libel. 
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From Chapel Hill to Private Jets: The Life and Tim 


Jessica Mejia 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 


In her fifty-six years of living, Jionti 
Rench, better known as the jewelry lady on 


‘campus, has managed to “cram three lives 


into one,” her latest one bringing her to 


Agnes Scott. Rench can be seen most days 


of the week in front or inside Alston by her 
table of assorted necklaces, ankle bracelets, 
rings, earrings, bracelets, ear cuffs, and 
cigarette holders she sells. If she is not-sit- 
ting down, watching students go to classes, 
or bird watching, you can see her having 
conversations with professors and students. 
Emily Vanchella’15 has known her since her 


freshman year at Agnes. “When she is upset,” 


it’s because something is legitimately wrong 
because she has a very calm personality.” 
Another student, Haley Richardson’ 15, has 
been affected by her kindness, “Every time ’ 
I walk by she always says to me ‘hey cutie 
pie’ and that always makes me feel good.” 
Rench firstbegan designing jewelry 
after a trip to Savannah. “I was camping 
with some friends when I saw Jezebel, a dog, 
wearing a necklace. The minute I saw it on 
the dog I said “‘Ah-ha!’ I can do that!”” When 
she returned to Atlanta, she began design- 
ing her own necklaces by laying different 
combination of precious stones on a table 


and seeing which looked good together. “I’m — 


a stickler for high-quality gem stones and 
I love sterling silver. My favorites have to 
be amethyst and turquoise,” she said. After 
looking the designs over, she puts tape on 
the ends of the strings and if she still likes it 
by the next day, clasps it. The whole process 
could take anywhere from three hours to 
three days. 

Besides making jewelry, she has 
a flair for designing clothes. “I gave my 
designs to different tailors and they both ran 
off with them. I never saw them again, | had 
so many fashion dreams,” she recounted. 
Her usual attire of a grey vintage-fur coat, 
and long overlapping bead necklaces speak 
of her love of fashion. Her style “tends to be 
hippy/gypsy” or what she is attracted to and 
can afford, “A body is a living sculpture so 
I try to adorn myself as if 1 were making a 
sculpture,” she said. 

Originally from Racine, Wisconsin, 
a small town north of Chicago under Mil-. 
waukee on Lake Michigan, Rench grew up 
wanting to be a firewoman, but that career ~ 
choice was not open to her. “My teacher told 


me | couldn’t be one and that my only options 
were housewife, teacher, and nurse,” she said. 
Raised by parents who owned a company of 
making organic-made cleaning compounds for 
carpets and walls, her first job out of school 
was as her father’s personal assistant. “I could 
not stand sitting still in that room: It had no 
windows,” she said. “I quit about 9 times.” To 
support herself, she took up random jobs such 
as landscaping, and photography at Six Flags. 
Afterwards, she enrolled in Converse Col- 
lege, a women’s college in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina or “Sparkle City” as she calls it. She 
decided to transfer to the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill to partake in a new 
experimental program called interdisciplinary 
studies, now known as the liberal arts. 

At the age of thirty-three, she moved to 
Jamaica for six months as a way to combat a 
really bad cold. In order to get well, she had to 
travel somewhere warm so she called a friend 
of hers who happened to be a travel agent and 


» asked where the best destination would be. 


“You want to go to Jamaica,” her friend said. 
And so she did. To sustain herself, she took a 


job at a bungalow and bar near the beach. “I 


was considered the boss lady of the boat bar,” 
she said. “The previous year my boss had 
bought hydroplanes, but hurricane Gilbert took 
them all except for one boat, which was turned 
into a bar.” After a few months of the native 
Jamaicans stealing every piece of beauti- 
ful clothing she had, she decided to leave the 
island and head back to the States. “I wanted a 
big city, but I didn’t want Dallas or Miami, so 
Atlanta was the next one.” 

When she isn’t selling jewelry at 
Agnes, she is out in Atlanta promoting reggae 
concerts, which she also used to do in Jamaica. 
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-“T came here with the intention of spreading 


the beautiful word about reggae music, that 
it’s very conscientious, well, used to be. I was 
sad no one knew about reggae music. Every- 
one had heard about Bob Marley, but he or she 
might only know two songs of his,” she said. 
In her youth, she was an avid listener of Rock 
N’ Roll. Some of her favorite artists included 
Joni Mitchell, Bob Dylan, the Grateful Dead, 
David Bowie, the Rolling Stones, and Her- 
man’s Hermits who were all up-and-coming 
during her era. And yet she said, “I-was too 
young to be a hippie and too young to go to 
Woodstock.” 3 

As she reminisces, she starts recount- 
ing a brief but exciting encounter she had with 
a folk music star when she was working as a 
photographer for the yearbook at Chapel Hill. 
“I was taking pictures of Harry Chapin at his 
concert there and I said ‘Hey, can I come with 
you?’ (he was flying to New York) and he said 
sure so | got to fly back in his private plane.” 
When they got in his car with his crew, “he 
played me a song that he hadn’t released yet. 
When we got to New York, he gave me enough 
money to get on the subway and see my 
friend.” 

All of Rench’s experiences have led 
her to Agnes Scott, where an alumna referred 
her. “I was with a friend of mine and I had 
admired her earrings. She was a graduate from 
Agnes and she said that I needed to come here 
to sell my jewelry.” Seven years later, she still 
refers to Agnes as “an oasis of intelligence and 
integrity.” “I love the students. I call them my 
ladies, I always have. I love everyone from the 
staff to the deans, students, and dog walkers.” 
The school, she says, is the only reason she’s 
still here in Atlanta. 


NEWS 
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weekend after winter break. A series of anony- 
mous tips from students sent to Dean Onorato, 
suggested a list of names of students suspected 
to be selling or consuming marijuana, cocaine, 
mushrooms, and alcohol in the Winship dorm. 
Chaibi’s name was apparently, on the list along 
with a handful of others. Chaibi was notified 
of the search after it occurred by Dean On- 
orato, as she was not on campus or aware that 
it was happening, or of the anonymous letter 
that Dean Onarato received. Her roommate’s 
side of the room was also searched, though 

she had no involvement. No drugs of any kind 
were found in Chaibi’s room but she was still 
charged with a case from Honor Court. Chaibi 
wasn’t the only first-year charged after the 
search. An anonymous first-year said that the 
letter targeted her friend group accused five 
students of also dealing Cocaine and marijuana. 
Her room was searched but no drugs were 
found. The first-year said she believed she was 
targeted because of her boyfriend’s frequent 
visitation. “What upsets me about the whole 
process is that they did not inform us so we 
could have a chance to speak for ourselves, but 
went on petty rumors,” the accused told The 
Profile. 

At the time of the search, Chaibi was 
in the process of moving back in after chang- 
ing her decision to transfer to another college. 
She’s currently rethinking her decision. Pub- 
lic Safety found no drugs in the first-year’s 
dorm room, but did find a pipe, charging her 
with facilitation of drug use. For clarification, 
even if one is not in possession of drugs of any 
kind, paraphenalia is strictly prohibited and is 
grounds for an honor court case. For instance, 
hookahs need Residence Life approval to be 
present in one’s room, but reports or suspicions 
of drug use are grounds for a case. 

In the case of Chaibi and other accused 
members on the anonymous letter, how can 
administration distinguish a legitimate tip from 
a rumor? And how can students defend them- 
selves against false allegations? 

After an interview with Amber Staple- 


For Marijuana and Cocaine cont. 
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of the policies and so it’s really important 
to get the message out there.” She also 
said, “Some people are hard-headed and 
think they are not going to get caught so 
they think, why not do it?” 

Stapleton agrees with Blackwelder, 
“More work [needs to] be done on the 
part of Honor Court and on the part of the 
administration in educating students on 
the importance and seriousness of the drug 
policy.” 

As on-campus students face many 
experiences at ASC, how the administation 
can keep these experiences positive, is the 
question that remains. 


Photocredit Johnny Green 


ton, Agnes Scott’s Honor Court President, 
we can conclude that some of these stu- 
dents may not have abused drugs them- 
selves, but were actually guilty of “fa- 
cilitating” this abuse. Students bystanding 
drug activity, according to Stapleton, are 
also held responsible for a violation. Stu- 
dents choosing to abuse illegal substances 
on campus, in their dorms or campus 
buildings, are finding themselves at greater 
risk for an honor court case. 

It seems the campus is transitioning 
to the harder stuff now. In several cases, it 
wasn’t just marijuana that was used. Hard 
drugs, such as cocaine, were also involved 
in a few cases. Drug use of this magnitude 
is usually found in a rambunctious frater- 
nity, not at an all women’s college. Photocredit: Newport Dispatch 

For confidentiality purposes, 
Stapleton could not give more information 
on the exact number or status of the cases 
that are being handled currently. However, 
she says that “the number of drug cases 
have definitely increased to a troubling 
amount,” meaning: enough for adminis- 
trators to take notice. Earlier this year, an 
e-mail was sent out to the student body 
clarifying the student’s handbook poli- 
cies on drugs and alcohol, a not-so-subtle 
reminder that the college discourages drug 
use. So what could be the reason behind 
this increase? Could it be that academic 
pressure is too much to handle for some 
students and they believe that drugs pro- ; 
vide the gateway to relaxation on a Friday 
night? Marijauna has been clinically prov- 
en to helps ease cramps, headaches,nausea, 
depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and bipolar disorder. A Psychol- 
ogy major from the class of 2015 guessed 
that most students smoke marijuana to, 

“get away from the hectic hustle-and 
bustle of Agnes life and classes.” 

Maggie Blackwelder’ 16, a Pub- 
lic Health major, expressed her opinion 
saying, “Some of the Scotties are not aware 
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Kelsey Gay 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 


Republican state senators attempted to 
keep Georgia’s undocumented youth from ob- 
taining driver’s licenses last month despite the 
federal government’s grant of temporary status 
given to Georgia’s DACA (Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals) population in 2012, With 
over 16,000 DACA candidates in Georgia, the 
proposed Senate Bill 404 would keep young 
immigrants out of cars and potentially out of 
work. The bill fizzled out on its path to the Sen- 
ate in the middle of the week after facing much 
protest from Georgia’s DACA population and 
its supporters. 

“I am tired of seeing legislators’ bullying and 
xenophobic tactics,” says Agnes Scott student 
Yehimi Cambron. “State bills like SB 404 give 
Georgia a reputation of being unwelcoming and 
attack people who are trapped in this country’s 
broken immigration system,” said Cambron. 
For young ‘Dreamers’ like Cambron, DACA 
lets her take her family to the grocery store and 
doctor’ appointments conveniently. “DACA has 
allowed me to stop living in constant fear,” said 
Cambron. 

Senate Bill 404 was quietly tabled in late 
March after the second Senate reading. Georgia 
Dreamers organized that Wednesday on Capi- 
tol steps to protest their right-to hold a legally 
obtained driver’s license. 2012’s DACA bill 
signed under the Obama’s administration pro- 
vided two years of amnesty to undocumented 
immigrants who arrived illegally before their 
sophomore year of high school. The bill defers 
official immigrant status for young folks plan- 
ning to serve in the armed forces or go to col- 
lege. DACA applicants can begin applying for 
renewals this year. 

The Georgia GOP’s pressure for more anti- 
immigration policy has been gaining random 
momentum since 2010. Georgia House Bill 87, 
an aggressive anti-immigration bill passed un- 
der Gov. Deal’s watch in 2011, features longer 
prison terms and larger fines for immigrants 
using fake IDs to secure employment. If Senate 
404 had passed, Dreamers seeking employment 
may resort to a using a fake ID, putting them at 
risk for immediate deportation or incarceration. 
GOP representatives insist that their feverish 
construction of anti-immigration bills for the 
past four years is focused on relieving taxpayers 
rather than backing undocumented immigrants 
against a wall. Comparisons have been made 
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Immigration Bill Targets Georgids DACA, ASC Student Fights Back 


DACA Candidates Protest At the Capital. Photocredit: AJC 


between Georgia’s anti-immigration bills 
and Arizona’s, which goes about five times 
harder on undocumented workers. 
Criminal Defense Attorney and self-pro- 
claimed republican Doug Rohan had bold 
words for the GOP, saying the “lack of 
leadership and willingness to educate their 
base is letting a vocal minority dictate pol- 
icy.” Rohan employs six people at his law 
firm, three of which are DACA Dreamers. 
If the bill had passed, he would be forced 
to lay off half of his workforce. 

Rohan says immigration reform has to start 
from the federal government and the Geor- 
gia GOP arguments for anti-immigration 
bills are “slaps in the face.” 


- Immigration reform doesn’t have to go 


against the current of a weak economy 
says Rohan. “There are roughly 11 mil- 
lion undocumented immigrants here and 
they’re not going anywhere. We have to 
see who’s here first.” 

In terms of immigration reform benefit- 
ting the economy, Rohan also suggests 
fines, but not the astronomical hundreds 
of thousands that the GOP wants. “You 
want to boost a sputtering economy? Fine 
11 million immigrants $5,000 and watch it 
take off.” ’ 

Rohan has been serving the Hispanic 
community as a criminal defense attorney 
for nine years and has seen cases where 
undocumented workers are deported over 
shoplifting as little as $10 of merchan- 
dise. “I’ve always been active whenever it 


comes to issues concerning the Hispanic 
population, the anti-immigrant rhetoric 
targets a specific group of people.” In this 
case, those pursuing college or serving in 
the armed forces. 

This election year has propelled GOP 
representatives into an anti-immigration 
frenzy, swiping welcome mats from under 
undocumented immigrants as young as 11. 
At this point, no one would be surprised to 
see another anti-immigration bill surface in 
the house. Until then, Georgia’s GOP will 
be heading back to their worn-out drawing 
board. According to Rohan, the bill would 
not attain “the type of press, or attention 
the state of Georgia or the Republican cau- 
cus wants to attract.” S.B 404 was tabled 
after the Rules Committee determined the 
bill’s language was ‘unconducive’ to the 
party. 

For students like Cambron, immigration 
reform is an extremely urgent issue. She 
says, “It’s safe to say that the time for a 
humane and inclusive immigration reform 
on the federal level is long overdue.” 


DECATUR 


Global Village School Shepherds Young Daughters of Immigrants 
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Jessica Mejia 
Co-Editor-In-Chief 

The Global Village Project, a private 
middle school located inside Decatur Presby- 
terian Church, has served young refugee girls 
for five years by giving them a free education 
tailored to their needs. Thirty-three teenage 
students from Africa, Asia, the Middle East, 
and other areas of the world currently attend 
the school. It was founded in 2009 by a group 
of volunteers at a middle school who realized 
that some girls were not enrolled in school. 

A typical day of school for a GVP 
student starts at 9 A.M. and ends at 5 P. M., 
easily a full workday for adults. The school’s 
core curriculum revolves around ESL and 
mathematics in the morning, and then literacy, 
science, and social studies in the afternoon. 
For lunch, the students eat a free meal at 
Evans Dining Hall on campus. After school, 
the girls attend an enrichment program where 
they choose from an array of activities such 
as band, yoga, drama, and even Girls Scouts. 
Most of the students live in Clarkston County, 
a diverse place where fifty countries are repre- 
sented, and live with family. 

Sustained entirely through private do- 
nations and fundraisers, GVP operates with a 
staff consisting of five teachers, one for every 
ten students, and one hundred volunteers who 
serve as tutors and mentors for every subject, 
while also helping with art and music activi- 
ties in the afternoon. The students participate 


in one-on-one-study sessions with volun- 
teers to work on reading. 

Many of GVP’s students have gone 
to public school first before attending the 
private school. Either way, there have been 
difficulties in helping transition students 
to American studies mainly because some 
didn’t have formal schooling or they had 
gaps in schooling. “So many kids are so 
smart, but they don’t have the tools to suc- 
ceed,” said Rachel Stanley, the program 
coordinator. Nonetheless, many have gradu- 
ated from the school and some have gone on 
to walk the halls of Agnes Scott. 

Agnes Scott has played a part in 
making sure the Project keeps running. Our 
very own President Kiss is on their board, 
and in the past month, the African and West 
Indian Students Association on campus pre- 
sented the One Step Benefit Concert to raise 
money for the school. Also, many students > 
volunteer or intern at the school. Eva New- 
bold’ 16, an Agnes Scott student interning 
since mid-January under volunteer manage- 
ment had her first encounter with the project 
when she was paired with a few girls at 
lunch from the school and was able to talk 
to them about their experiences. 

From that encounter, she decided 
that the Global Village Project is where she 


wanted to intern. “Something that struck me 
as I ate lunch with them was how much they 
were like me at that age. [But], we aren't the 
same; they have been through experiences that 
I can’t even imagine, but they are still young 
girls who think about a lot of the same things I 


_ Musical and Justin Bieber, and it made me re- 


alize that even though they are refugees, they 
are people too, and are just trying to navigate 
school and life in a new place” said New- 
bold” 16. 

As part of their fundraising campaign, 
GVP will be having their second annual “Con- 
necting communities: A Walk for Refugee 
Girls’ Education” event on Saturday, May 10, 
2014 at 10 A.M. Participants will be walking 
4.4 miles from the Clarkston Community Cen- 
ter to Decatur Presbyterian Church, symbol- 
izing the distance traveled by GVP students 
from where they live to where they attend 
school. The 15 dollars registration fee will go 
towards scholarships for the refugee girls. 


ATLANTA 


April 2014 THE AGNES SCOTT PROFILE PAGE 8 


Emory and GA Tech Deal With Sexual Assault, Stalking and Dating Violence on Campus 


Kelsey Gay 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 


Health specialists at Emory Univer- 
sity are running ragged trying to decrease the 
likelihood of sexual assaults reported on their 
campus. Students, scholars, and sex-ed activ- 
ists poured into the Dooley University Center’s 
Winship Ballroom Friday to jump into Respect- 
Con, a day-long dialogue organized by the Re- 
spect Program. If anything the conference was 
timely, two police-reported incidents took place 
in February, a forcible fondling at Sigma Nu 
fraternity and an incident of rape near Emory 
Village, put the school in the spotlight. 

The liberal arts university was ranked 
third among schools with most forcible sex 
offenses by Rehabs.com (like GrubHub but for 
rehabs). In 2012, Emory found a spot among a 
handful of Ivy Leagues: Princeton and Brown 
taking the top spots, while Yale and Stanford 


took sixth and seventh. 


The RespectCon conference was orga- 
nized for the first time last April by Emory’s 
Respect Program, a division of Emory’s Of- 
fice for Health Promotion. Among the Respect 
Program’s resources, members of sister univer- 
sities’ health service programs came to share 
their insight. Randolph Macon College senior 
Sean Smith focused on engaging men and fra- 
ternities in reversing a campus culture permis- 
sive of violence against women. Fraternities 
seem to be a prime location for sexual assault 
at universities, at least in Georgia. Last Friday, 
Georgia Tech’s Phi Kappa Tau fraternity was 


disbanded after several violations indi- 


cated a “pattern of sexual violence that... 
suggests a deep-rooted culture within the 
fraternity that endangers women.” The 
PKT members and pledges were required 
to memorize and sing several songs featur- 
ing extremely groteque and violent lyrics 
towards women. This is the second major 
incident involving sexual violence at this 
fraternity. In November, former President 
Matthew Peterson sent a mass e-mail 
entitled, “How to Lure Your Rapebait”. 
The fraternity has been asked to vacate the 
premises by the end of the week. 
Emory’s Associate Director for 
Media Relations Beverly Clark released 
a statement to the AJC saying, “numbers 
do not tell the whole story. We want our 
students who have been affected by is- 
sues of sexual assault to get the support 
they need.” Lauren Bernstein, Assistant 
Director for The Respect Program says 
the biggest challenge is sexual violence 
prevention. For Bernstein, “supporting 
survivors and changing campus culture 
to be intolerant of sexual violence” is a 
long-term process. The Respect Program 
aims to reverse the philosophies instilled 
by fraternities like Phi Kappa Tau, which 
normalize violence towards women. 
Students and-victims often express 
doubts about whether their university’s 


system will work in their favor, affecting the 
frequency of reports. University responses to 
reports should also take into account the vic- 
tim’s unique identity. “How our culture views 
race, gender expression, sexual orientation, 
class, and disability, influences how we craft 
our interventions,” Bernstein said. 

Clark gave nod to The Respect Program 
and noted that most victims report incidents 
informally to campus personnel like Resident 
Assistants or Health Services. 

The Respect Program.continues to 
hold discussions on consent, stalking, and rape 
culture. Their schedule is packed with cam- 
pus events for April, which is Sexual Assault 
Awareness month. 
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Boondocks Takes Final Bow for Fourth Season Without McGruder 


Kelsey Gay 
Co-Editor-in-Chief Boondocks cast. Photocredit: mrmagnummusic.com 


After a four year hiatus, Aaron McGruder’s ani- 
mated comedy series “The Boondocks” will return to Adult 
Swim later this month—but without McGruder. McGrud- 
er’s absence as the wunderkind behind the series probably 
won’t affect viewership of the series’ last season as the 
show’s resurgence has peaked viewer’s interest. Shrugging 
off McGruder’s vacancy as writer and creator, Adult Swim 
is now relying on their characters to get “Boondock” fans 
hype. McGruder had this to say on the split with Adult 
Swim, “The Boondocks pretty much represents my, life’s 
work to this point. Huey, Riley, and Granddad are not 
just property to me. They are my fictional blood relatives. 
Nothing is more painful than to leave them behind.” 

Adult Swim and McGruder couldn’t find a conve- 
nient production schedule to wrap up the series for good, 
so AS continued without him, citing scheduling conflicts. 
McGruder wrote or co-wrote every episode since the 
show’s inception in 2005. He created “The Boondocks” 
comic strips for six years before it got picked up as an 
animated series for a then brand-new Adult Swim block on 
Cartoon Network. His new show with Adult Swim, ‘Black 
Jesus’ set to premiere this summer, will give viewers their 
regular dose of McGruder antics. 

“Boondocks” follows 10-year-old black militant 
Huey and his brother Riley, both voiced by Regina King 
and their Grandad Robert played by John Witherspoon. The 
show is known for putting the ignorant, the excessive and 
the insane on blast with both subtle and open-handed bitch - 
_ slaps, mainly targeting black culture, music and television. 
The show’s unapologetic views are its signature brand as 
well as the source of highly-enjoyable media hissy fits. 

‘The Boondocks’ Boasts unfiltered jabs at influ- 
ential entertainers including episodes featuring a ‘Tyler 
Perry type’ character as a closeted homoerotic cult leader. 
“Boondocks” has satirized BET as a cultural wastelahd of a ge 
network, earning belly laughs from viewers and complaints . 
from media execs and hy,perpolitical folks like Al Sharp- 
ton, The brow-raising controversy is point of pride for Mc- 
Gruder, reflecting on the experience on his Facebook page, 
he says, “It was important to offend, but equally important 
to offend for the right reasons.” 

“It [the controversy] was not perfect. And it defi- 
nitely was not quick. But it was always done with a keen 
sense of duty, history, culture, and love.” McGruder took 
the opportunity to announce his new show, “Black Jesus”, 
which he sarcastically muses, will put his days of “contro- 
versy and troublemaking” behind him. 

Even with McGruder out of the picture, fans are 
still expecting the same humor and hutzpah to light into 
current events and close out the series. “The Boondocks” 
fourth season airs on April 21. 


Was Aaron McGruder snubbed out of the Boondocks? Photocredit: MadameNoire.com 


PROFILE 15 NOW HIRING WRITERS 3 
TUORAPHERS, CARIQUNISTS, AND GRAPHIC DESIGN- 
ERS FOR THE 2014-2019 SCHOOL YEAR, SEND 7 
WRITING SAMPLES AND A PORTOFOLIO 10 ASCPRO- 
FILE@GMTAILCOM BY TAY 10 10 BE CONSIDERED! 


FRESH BEATS 
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Charity Outlaw 
Staff Writer 


Well known for his indie-rock, blue- 
grass inspired treatment of Katy Perry’s 2008 - 
pop hit, “I Kissed A Girl,” William Fitzsim- 
mons is entrancing in his seventh studio al- 
bum, Lions, a gorgeous summery indie album. 
Fitzsimmons has the beard of a biker in a mo- 
torcycle gang, but the voice of an angel. And 
though his voice draws similarities to Samuel 
Beam, Iron & Wine’s folky crooner, Lions is 
truly a mesmerizing piece of work that solely 
belongs to Fitzsimmons. 


The album starts with the beauti- 
fully placid strumming of the guitar of “Well 
Enough.” Fitzsimmons sings the lyrics “I hope 
I made you well” with a wistful yearning that 
reaches within the very depths of your be- 
ing and touches every cell within your body. 
His-relaxed tenor voice resembles the way a 
father sings a lullaby to his child. It is warm 
and inviting, but retains an air of mysterious 
cool. “Josie’s Song,” a comforting ballad, has 
an alternative sound resembling Death Cab for 
Cutie’s calming indie ballad, “I Will Follow 
You Into The Dark.” There is a thick pluck- 
ing of the strings with the sudden entrance of 
the glorious piano. In the background there is 
the sound of desperate female echoes that give 
a beautiful contrast to the overall warm and 
liquifying sound of the acoustic guitar instru- 
mental. 


The third song on the album, “Bran- 
don” is much cheerier than the first two songs. 
It is the first of the many summery sounding 
pieces of Lions. The funky acoustic trills of 


“Brandon” will make you think of the won- 
derful in-between stage of summer and fall. 
The ongoing ascending and descending of 
notes is like that of the falling leaves in the 
crisp autumn wind. “Took” is the second most 
divergent song on.the album, It retains the 
overall placidity of the album, but it does it in 
a way that is rather peculiar. The beginning of 
the song is commenced by the gutsy rhythmic 
pairings of the drums. The nineteen-eighties- 
esque feel is played in a steady, enduring pace 
that gradually crescendos to mark the begin- 
ning of what seems like nothing. It is a deli- 
cious suspense that leaves you wanting more. 
As Fitzsimmons lulls, the background seems to 
scintillate like lights in a vast city’s twilight. 


Quick-paced guitar harmony, a driv- 
ing tempo, the splendid harmonic duet of 
Fitzsimmons and an anonymous female voice 
characterizes “Fortune.” In “Blood/Chest,” 

a classically influenced and dream-invoking 
instrumental, it leaves the listener so bewitched 
they'll be disappointed when the song sudden- 
ly ends. Fitzsimmons sings Lions’ eighth track, 
“Hold On,” with a subtle robustness accompa- 
nied with the semi-complicated rhythm of the 
guitar. In “Took” the second most divergent 
song on the album, Lions’ next track, “Cen- 
tralia” is the most divergent. It begins with an 
uncharacterized electrifying sound, resembling 
punk, The magnetic sound is then interrupted 
by the harp-like trill of the acoustic guitar. 

Yet, the song retains the lurking rumble of the 
grainy electricity from earlier. 


The next song, “From You,” a circus- 
like waltz, is a brilliant layering of sound: 
drums, Chris Walla from Death Cab for Cutie’s 
guitar, and delicious harmonies. If there was 
ever a film on Claude Monet’s life and if 
they’re just so happened to be a-montage of 
him going through his “water lilies” phase, 
Fitzsimmons’s “Sister” would be the score to 
accompany. it. It is‘an aural oil painting marked 
by the constant rise.and fall of volume along 
with the haunting vocals of female voices. 
Their voices are haunting like mother goddess- 
es of the moon. The title song of the album, 
“Lions” is a refreshing song that utilizes the 
gutsy musings of yet again another anonymous 
voice that this time actually resembles the 
lead singer of the 1980s New Wave band, The 
Eurythmics’s Annie Lennox’s head voice. The 
album’s finale, “Speak” is a short ballad that is 
an eerily gripping piece with a haunting piano 
and wind-whistling as Fitzsimmons longingly 
repeats the lyrics, “I will never speak your 
name again.” It is, again, a song that ends too 
soon. 


That seems to be a recurring aspect on 
Lions. The songs are seemingly too short. Yet, 
almost all of the songs on the album are the 
typical length. Perhaps it is the pacifying guitar 
and vocal musings of William Fitzsimmons 
that leaves the listener wanting more. After lis- 
tening to this album, you will surely leave feel- 
ing at peace and comfortable, but still wanting 
to hear more from this indie-rock treasure. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Jessica Mejia 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 
Last Tuesday, at Eddie’s Attic in De- 
catur, Ben Taylor, the 37-year-old singer- 
songwriter who is the son of legendary musi- 
cians James Taylor and Carly Simon, gave an 
intimate performance of songs from his 2012 
folk-rock album “Listening” with up-and-com- 
ing London singer Sophie Hiller. In the past, 
the music venue has launched several success- 
ful artists, such as Agnes Scott alumni Jennifer 
Nettles, and John Mayer. Though Taylor re- 
leased Listening in 2012, he’d been working on 
the project for four years. 


The dimly lit venue, which houses a bar, 
an array of round tables for parties of four, and 
bleachers for those to sit who are single or in 
pairs, was a full house of a mostly middle- aged 
crowd. It was half past 8 P.M. when a singer 
dressed in a black cowboy hat, black attire, and 


red bandana tied in a knot around her neck took 
the stage to perform a few folk songs from her 
debut album. After warming up the audience, 


she introduced the main act, Ben Taylor. As 
soon as Taylor hit the stage, he wasted no time 


and dove right into playing one of many songs 
on his dreadnought acoustic guitar. 
The first string of songs were acous- 
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Ben Taylor Gets "Dirty" at Eddies Attic, Covers Kendrick Lamar 


tic renditions of popular rap songs, such - 
as Kendrick Lamar’s “...Don’t Kill My 
Vibe”. By their laughter, and applause, 

it was evident the audience enjoyed his 
tongue-in-cheek humor. Not normally 
known for singing lyrics with vulgar con- 
tent, Taylor told the audience he hoped no 
one got the wrong impression of him. He 
continued to showcase his humor by sing- 
ing a song about lusting over a girl who 
was taken. Throughout the song he men- 
tions how beautiful her eyes are and how 
her hair shines, but the only thing keeping 
him away from her is her boyfriend. The 
song had a twist in the end; the narrator 
realizes that it wasn’t the woman, but the 
man who he was lusting over. The audi- 
ence laughed in hysterics. As a disclaimer, 
Taylor said that he considers himself to 

be a heterosexual man, but that he is not 
prejudiced against other’s sexual orienta- 
tion. 

After the last sustained chord 
ringed out into the audience, he invited So- 
phie Hiller, a one time back up singer for 
Tom Jones, on stage with him. Her soulful 
voice and Adele-like raspy vibratos blend- 
ed well with Taylor’s airy, tenor voice 
as they sang his original scores, “Dirty”, 
“Worlds Are Made of Paper”, “America”, 
and “You Can Close Your Eyes”, a song 
featured in Carly Simon’s album “Into 
White”, but originally performed by James 
Taylor. Before singing “America”, a song 
that describes his homeland’s tragic love 
story with white men,money, and violence, 
he attempted to connect with the audi- 


‘ ence by targeting his raunchy humor at 


Hiller, who was wearing a low-cut black 
jumpsuit. He stated that even though her 
appearance seemed clean and collected, 
she was dirty. His over-pronunciation and 
repetition of the word made it clear that 
he meant it to be understood in a deroga- 
tory way. In “You Can Close Your Eyes”, 
a song released in James Taylor’s 1971 
album “Mud Slide Slim and the Blue Ho- 
rizon”, Hiller and Taylor sang in a slow- 
paced harmony, their voices tinged with 
melancholy. 

In between songs, he gave the audi- 
ence a glimpse into how it was like being 
raised by two legendary rock and roll art- 
ists. He recounted how his mother, Carly 
Simon, best known for her song “Your 


So Vain”, a song penned after an ex-boyfriend 
whose unknown identity has garnered much 
speculation from the media since the 1970’s, 
helped him develop his first love songs when 
he was a teenager. When he was a child, he and 
his older sister Sally would climb out of bed at 
night and attempt to spy on their parents. Simon 
would scare them by smearing red lipstick all 
over her face. Sally also followed in her par- 
ent’s footsteps and pursued a musical career. 
Their father, James Taylor, a five-time Grammy 
award winning singer-songwriter and guitar- 

ist who broke through the music scene in the 
1970’s with his songs “Fire and Rain” and “ 
You’ve Got a Friend”, probably his most popu- 
lar work, would often be found on the sofa at 
night bobbing his head to music in his head, 
when it was completely silent. Music critics 
have enjoyed Taylor’s albums, including his 
2003 debut “Famous Among the Barns,” Tay- 
lor.has found success in his talent, but NPR’s 
Michael Martin even said he feels sorry for him, 
as “one of the few artist who probably always 
feels he has to live up to his lineage.” 

Taylor closed the show by remixing his 
parent’s songs “Fire and Rain” and “Your So 
Vain” together. While on tour in Germany, he 
encountered a fan that, in a thick accent, asked 
Taylor if his parents were Carly Simon and 
James Taylor, to which Taylor responded guilty 
as charged. The man then proceeded to ask Tay- 
lor if he was going to sing some of his parent’s 
songs, specifically “Your So Vain” and “Fire 
and Rain” at his concert. Taken aback, Taylor 
said he didn’t think so, but that he might one 
day. The German man then gave him the idea 
of mixing both songs together. So for the first 
time ever, Taylor began to record and overdub 
his vocals to his parent’s songs in front of the 
audience. He then invited Sophie Hiller back on 
stage, along with two friends who were moni- 
toring the sound booth to help layer the track 
by playing mini-electric keyboards. The show 
ended well past 11 P.M. 


READ ALL ABOUT IT 
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ani abies a BEGINNERS A JOURNEY BETWEEN SINGAPORE AND THE STATES 


BEGINNERS 


Kelsey Gay 
Co-Editor-In-Chief 


Kirstin Chen's Soy Sauce for Beginners 
is a fiction novel narrated by a thirty-year- 
old Chinese-Singaporean transplant who 
moves back to Singapore from San Francisco 
to help her family’s soy sauce company 
while divorcing her American husband. 

| know you're tempted, but don’t 
assume from the description alone that this 
novel is about harpy, bitter, single women. 

It kind of is, and then it’s really not. The 
protagonist, Gretchen Lin, doesn’t baw! in 
corners but expresses herself with a surpris- 
ingly sober clarity, being as stable as a ball 
on a table. A good deal of Chen’s novel is 
actually about the charming island of Singa- 
pore and the unsung condiment: artisanal 
soy sauce, and food; which is why I slapped 
it on my Kindle. 

Speaking of, next time you're at 
Nakato or somewhere top-notch sauce is 
at hand, mix dark soy sauce and Sprite for 
a full-bodied steak marinade. Or drink it 
straight. You’re welcome. Chen molded the 
story around the fermented condiment 
because of its ubiquity. “I was just searching 
for a business that was realistic and even 
somewhat mundane,’ Chen told The Profile. 
“I knew nothing about it. ] thought soy sauce 
was this salty black liquid in a plastic bottle. 
But real soy sauce—the kind that’s aged in 
jars for months or even years—isn't even 
black. It’s a translucent amber-brown and 


much less salty.’ The more you know. 
Chen’s first novel is a quiet, fluttery en- 
trance into the literary world though the 
novel's central conflicts are consistent and 
loud. 

Gretchen Lin, is caught between 
two dilemmas: her crumbling American 
life and dysfunctional family in Singapore. 
Stateside, Gretchen finds that her post- 


_ doctoral husband Paul would rather nurse 


an affair with his twenty-year-old research 


_ assistant, causing an embarrassing quake 
| in their marriage that exhausts them both 


into calling it quits. Gretchen packs her 
bags and high-tails it to Singapore to work 
for her father’s soy sauce company. 

In Singapore, legal troubles leave 
her father’s company on shaky ground 
despite his exquisite soy sauce. Her father 
struggles to meet the American demand 
for soy sauce. Her mother gets a little too 
friendly with bottles of gin, creating a 
health crisis her family flaccidly tries to 
subdue. 

Despite the drama, Chen’s flavorful 
command of food writing will make you 
want to run down Buford Highway, “bar- 


’ bequed stingray coated in fiery, pungent 


shrimp paste to Hokkien mee, a mixture 
of yellow and rice noodles, fried with-eggs 
and braised in rich, savory prawn stock.” 
Dammit, where are my chopsticks?! 

Singapore features a masterful 
mesh of Asian foods; Indian, Malaysian, 
Chinese, and Taiwanese are all offered on 
the same level of natural expertise and 
down home grit. My memories of Sin- 
gapore involve expertly-crafted dishes, 
whether plucking at noodle bowls from 
food stalls on Queen Street or nibbling on 
red bean cakes after midnight. 

_ In Chen’s novel, food is far more 
than a convenient symbol of indulgence 
and nutrition in Soy Sauce. Food is a me- 
diator, a religion, a communal event. Chen 
writes instinctually, “Chinese families 
believe all problems can be solved over 
food.” Chinese cuisine imagery spills into 
life in Chen’s Soy Sauce: marriages are 
overcooked, friendships too salty, business 
needs a little more Sriracha...though the 
meal is on point, everything else is a little 
off. “Govern a family as you would cook a 
small fish,” Chen writes, “Very gently.” 

A fragmented family holding itself 
together over a table of sweet curried rice 
noodles requires expert storytelling, and 


Kirstin Chin has it. 

The looming externalized dilemma 
Gretchen faces is whether to stay in Sin- 
gapore or return to the states. Internally, 
Gretchen is confused about her identity. 
Her story is a conflict of assimilation; 
whether to return home to her roots or 
continue building an Asian-American life 
in California. “One of the biggest chal- 
lenges she faces in returning to Singapore 
is having to re-frame her view of her birth 
land as not just a part of her past and 
someplace she can swoop in to visit--but 
as a place of permanence,” says Chen. 

What's initially frustrating about - 
Soy Sauce is that there aren't any death- 
defying feats or any intense, climactic mo- 
ments of self-realization. Every character 
is irritatingly passive, personal change is 
an coincidental afterthought. 

Ba, Gretchen’s father, has no control 
over his wife’s alcoholism or his stubborn 


. cousin, Gretchen, the most passive char- 


acter in the book, sleeps with handsome, 
awful men who kick her out if she dares 
disagree with them. She constantly stares 
at her cell phone for her ex-husband’s 
number to pop up, perpetually glued to 

a see-saw of indecision. Moping in Mer- 
cedes and limos, she’s indifferent to her 
executive friends and their executive privi- 
lege. Gretchen’s an Ivy-Leaguer and ac- 
complished musician, realistic and honest 
in a Way that perfectly imitates a reason- 
able train of thought, but to the reader, 
she’s unhinged. All the characters simply 
trudge through their issues, baek-stepping 
multiple times. Trying to find a place to fit 
and come clean. Perhaps it’s frustrating 
for me, the reader, because it’s honest and 
brutally true to life. For all the graduating 
seniors getting ready to embark on the 
next chapter, Soy Sauce does a great job 
exploring what it’s like to still be confused, 
conflicted and maybe still a little foolish- 
-even at thirty. 

Stanford grad and Singaporean 
Kirstin Chen explores “ways in which we 
create our own notions of home” in Soy 
Sauce For Beginners, for $5 on Amazon. 


